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Wintry Ministry Update from Pastor Kurt 
 

Lent (Latin: Quadragesima - English: Fortieth) is a religious observance in the church 
liturgical calendar that begins on Ash Wednesday and covers a period of approximately six 
weeks before Easter Sunday. The traditional purpose of Lent is the preparation of the believer 
through prayer, repentance of sins, and self-denial through fasting.  Lent in 2022 begins on Ash 
Wednesday, March 2.   
  

Emmanuel is facing some major challenges as we enter into 2022.  We're 
entering our third year of the Covid pandemic.  Covid has reshaped our lives and 
changed our church fellowship in ways we will be processing for years to come. 
Emmanuel is considering a major Capital Campaign that would upgrade and 
renovate our facility for a new generation of believers.  Our culture has become 
more secular, more divided and more distracted over the last few years.  For 
these reasons and others, I feel we need to spend more time in prayer seeking 
God's will for our lives and for our church.  In February and March, we will be 
using the Rick Warren series called "40 Days of Prayer." Topics include: The Purpose of Prayer, How to Pray 
with Confidence, The Lord's Prayer Part One and Two, Praying for a Breakthrough and How to Pray in a Crisis.  I 
will focus my Sunday sermons over six weeks on these prayer topics and then we'll return to the same topics on the 
following Wednesday night at 6 p.m. for further discussion and prayer.   Warren comments: "God sees you, hears 
your cries, and is ready to respond. But breakthroughs don't happen spontaneously - they happen when you seek 
them. And the way you seek them is through prayer. In this series, you'll learn how to pray for a breakthrough and 
how to pray with more confidence and greater faith than ever before!" 
  

February is the month we promote our Prayer Partner ministry. The Prayer Partner 
ministry is a way we provide encouragement for others in our church family. The goal of the 
Prayer Partner ministry is to make sure everyone has regular contact with one other person in 
our church. Being a prayer partner means you commit to pray for your partner daily and to 
make at least one contact a month (card, email, text, visit, etc). This commitment is for one 

year. The Prayer Partner ministry is reviewed and revised every February. Call the office 304-485-5171 or email 
terri@ebcwv.com if you would like for us to help you find a prayer partner in 2022.  

After the "February Prayer" sermon series, I'll begin a sermon series on the 7 "I am" statements of Jesus in 
March leading us into Easter on Sunday on April 17.  Jesus' "I am" statements are found in the gospel of John and 
include: 
     “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35).                         “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12; 9:5). 
     “I am the door” (John 10:7 and 9, ESV).                  “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11, 14). 
     “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).    “I am the way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6). 
     “I am the true vine” (John 15:1, 5). 
  
Also, beginning in February, I'll be doing a six week series on how to study the Bible in my 
Tuesday morning, 10 a.m. studies.  We grow in our faith as we pray and learn from God's word. 
Joshua 1:8 says, “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 
successful.”  Plan to join us in person or via zoom for this new study on how we can better learn and 
grow in God's word. 
  
Serving with you, Pastor Kurt Busiek 
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 Updates From our Staff: 
 

From Gail Samolitis (New Life Counseling Center) 
 
We are looking forward in 2022. Counting our blessings and looking at February as the month of LOVE and   
March 2nd will begin the season of Lent. 

 
Personally, Lent has always been a time of intentional reflection and reset of my life’s purpose and 
driving force, to love God and to love others as I love myself. I strive to obtain my goal by limiting 
the things that take me away from my original purpose. Typically, this list includes things like 
delicious food, chocolate, and decadent desserts but this year I will examine and evaluate the negative 
attitudes of my heart that need to decrease and release any worries, fears and judgements that prevent 
me from getting closer to God. 
 

My second focus is to begin new habits that will facilitate a return to a heart of love. I usually increase 
my prayer time and Bible study time and develop more of an attitude of gratitude. Beginning a gratitude 
journal or blessings jar helps shift my focus to love and thankfulness, preparing my heart for Resurrection 
Sunday (Easter) and the new life to come. 
 
Lent begins March 2nd, 2022 and will end on Holy Saturday April 16th, 2022. My prayer is that by Easter I will 
have established in my heart and my head more positive habits and behaviors that will live beyond Lent 2022 and 
become a part of my lifelong faith journey. 

 
NEW LIFE COUNSELING MINISTRY is excited to begin another year at Emmanuel. The past two 
years were years of firsts. My first pandemic, my first consistent use of tele-therapy, my first time to 
“shelter in place” (our home) for extended periods of time and the first time I have ever known 
churches to cancel in person services to have services online. Change over the past two years was key. 
We all long for the familiar ways we once did things. Change is not all bad, yet we fear the unknown. 
“Fear not” appears in God’s Word 365 times! That’s one “fear not’ for every day of the year! 

 
It is true that our anxiety and fears have increased and escalated throughout the past two years so what, as Christians 
can we do about it? You may be asking yourselves if you could benefit from Christian counseling? How do you 
know if Christian counseling would help improve your life? 
 
If you are finding it difficult to accomplish goals, to lay your worries and fears at the 
feet of Jesus, or to find your life’s purpose or passion, then Christian counseling may 
be helpful to you, A Christian counselor can help you gain a new perspective and 
equip you to find and pursue a new life path. Christian counseling also helps clients 
achieve a better understanding of self and of your relationship with God by using 
counseling tools, techniques, and concepts to help overcome depression, grief, 
anxiety, and loneliness. Counseling is not a lifelong endeavor for most people. Many 
clients will begin to see changes and life improvement in as few as 6-8 sessions. 
 
If you have any questions about Christian counseling, fear, grief, anxiety, depression or anything else that may 
concern you, please give me (Gail Samolitis) a call at 304-485-5171.  I am a WV Licensed Professional Counselor 
and have been practicing for 32 years. Therapy is simply someone to come alongside you and share your burden.  
Galatians 6:2-Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
 

 
Philippians 4: 4-9:  "Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have 
learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of 
peace will be with you."  

 

Updates From our Staff: 
 
From Sarah Stephens (Children’s Ministry) 
 
Looking out my office windows, I’m seeing snow fall and it reminds me of the blessing of seeing seasons change in 
God’s creation. While I’m no fan of the cold, the snow is beautiful, and I’m grateful for the beauty! I’m also 
reminded that Spring is only eight weeks away! Yay! 

The children’s area at EBC has some fun things planned coming up soon. On February 19th, we’ll 
host another ‘Pancakes, Pj’s, and a Movie’. Kiddos can wear their favorite pj’s, bring a fuzzy 
blanket, enjoy homemade pancakes, a yummy toppings bar and a movie from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m. Be 
sure to bring a friend too! The more, the better! Grown-ups can enjoy a brunch date, go home and 
back to bed, or whatever is needed. Be on the lookout for info about another fun event in March 
that you can invite friends to as well! 

On Sunday mornings, we will finish our ‘The Life of Jesus’ curriculum over the next 
quarter and a half. We’ll also be completing an eight-week curriculum focusing on missions 
that we started January 23rd. After these studies, we’ll begin a new curriculum called 
Grow, that can be used for both the Sunday school and worship hours. We’re excited about 
this, as it has been a very long time since we’ve had a new and updated Sunday school 
curriculum.  

We’re in the very beginning stages of planning VBS for this summer. Be on the look-out for info on this in the near 
future as well! As we made the decision to continue Awana thru the summer months last year as opposed to the 
traditional VBS, we’re excited to be planning for this summer event.  

As always, if you would like to become part of our team of disciple makers as a way to 
serve God, the kiddos He sends our way, and your church family, don’t hesitate to reach 
out to me! We can talk about the needs we have, and how you might like to be a part of 
meeting those needs!  There is a place for you! You can text or call (740.629.5434), 
email (sarah@ebcwv.com) or stop me in the hallway – ha! 

We will soon be entering the season of Lent, that time set aside each year to remember the love 
of God that Christ poured out for us on the cross and His subsequent resurrection, making 
eternal life a possibility for us all. I’ve never been super successful at participating in the 
tradition of “giving something up” for Lent, but I’ve often tried a twist on the tradition in that I 
would “add” something positive to my daily life for the season. This year, I’m considering 
adding to my daily routine the habit of spending the first few minutes of my workday in the 
sanctuary praying over this church, the church family that comes together here, and for the children’s ministry to be 
one that is pleasing to God in all ways it can be. While I have done this here and there, on and off, I’ve not made it a 
solid habit. Pray for me that I might commit to this during Lent and continue in it long after the season has passed.  

I love this church family, and I’m grateful and blessed to be a part of it.  

- Sarah 

 
From Carol Fryfogle (Tuesday Fellowship) 

 
In February, we will meet on February 8 at 12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for lunch 
followed by our annual “BLIZZARD BINGO”! 
 
 

In March, we will meet on March 8 for our “Aren’t We Lucky” St. Patrick’s Luncheon.  Bring 
a friend!  

 
 RSVP to Carol Fryfogle for both dates at: ucnbankonit@mail.com or through the Church Office! 



 Updates From our Staff: 

 
From Donna Marcinko (Chancel Choir Director) 

 
The EBC Chancel Choir has helped the church celebrate, through song, the Advent season 
and will help the church now move into a period of Lent beginning March 2, 2022.  It is a 
period of time in which we will remember the love that God has for us by giving his son 
Jesus Christ as a sacrifice to die for us on the cross so that we may have eternal life. 
 
The Chancel Choir will rehearse anthems for Sundays through Lent, Maundy Thursday, 

Palm Sunday, and to celebrate the resurrection of Christ on Easter Sunday.  Rehearsals will occur on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:00 and any additional practices that may be needed will be announced in a timely manner. 
 
It has been a blessing to for me to share in many meaningful moments during rehearsals through singing and 
fellowship.  I wish to thank all the choir members who have been coming to rehearsals and singing on Sunday 
mornings, as well as to David Enoch who has accompanied the choir for rehearsals and 
Sunday morning services. Welcome and thank you to Pat Smith who has joined the 
soprano section!  Thank you to Lauren Modesitt for accompanying the choir on the 
organ on January 23, 2022! 
 
A special thank you to Jeff Evans for doing the following: 
 Adding automatic lighting in the hallway so the choir can see more clearly while 

walking to the choir room, 
 Putting up a railing on the stairway near the organ to aid members walking down the 

stairs, 
 Moving and repairing furniture in the music library. 
 
A special thank you to Tammy Hayes for helping to organize movement of the furniture 
in the music library and for always cleaning the room.  It is so appreciated! 
 
Wednesdays are busy days in the church life and staff meetings are a part of the morning routine.  I enjoy working 
with the staff and discussing plans for the week and hearing about the events that take place at Emmanuel Baptist.  I 
appreciate the support from the staff and hearing positive ways to move all programs forward.  Thank you to Terri 
and Susan for all the support you give from the office and to Jerry for all the tech help! 

 
It has been a challenge to get to rehearsals on snowy days and staying safe, as well as wearing 
masks.  God has given us strength to move forward and he will continue to sustain us as we 
sing to His glory. 
 
An invitation is extended to all who would like to join the choir in singing, having fun, and 
fellowship on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

 
Donna Marcinko 
Emmanuel Baptist Chancel Choir Director 
 
 
 

Kroger Community Rewards 

If you would like to support Emmanuel through your Kroger purchases, you can call 1-800-853-3033 
and a customer service person will help you.  Or you can go to Kroger.com.  If you don't have a 
Kroger account, create an account.  Then sign into your account.  Find "Community" on the bottom 
of the website and click on "Kroger Community Rewards" which is directly underneath.  Then click 
on "View Details."  If you do not have an organization designated, click on “Enroll”.  In the search 
bar, type “Emmanuel Baptist Parkersburg”, it should be the first organization you see, click on the “Enroll” button.  
Emmanuel's organization number is: HR910.  If you are enrolled and it is not Emmanuel, you can click on “Change 
Organization” and follow the previous instructions to select.     

 

Updates From our Staff: 
 

From Judy Prater (Adult Ministry) 
 

Easter is late this year — not until April 17.  The season of Lent is always the 46 days between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter.  On March 2, we will begin this most holy time of our Christian calendar.  
We use this time to prepare our souls for remembering the agony of the cross and the ecstasy of the 
resurrection of Our Lord.  It was through His great sacrifice that the price for our many sins was 
paid so that we may have eternal life.  Many great hymns have been penned over the centuries to 

express the love that our God showed by the great act of giving his son Jesus’ life.  “Amazing love, how can it be 
that Thou my God shoulds't die for me?” 
 
Our Adult Ministry includes the following: 

 DivorceCare began its winter series on January 25 at 6:00 p.m. 

 The Marriage Course, in person or online, began January 28.  The Pre-Marriage 
Course begins February 4. 

 Healthy Living and Exercise classes are ongoing Tuesdays & Thursdays at 5:15 p.m. 

 Grief Share will meet weekly beginning on February 23 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Loss of a Spouse Workshop will be held Saturday, February 12 from 10:00 a.m. to Noon 

 Senior Singles - Senior Singles with Available Time & Talent (SSWATT) team will meet on Sunday, Feb. 6 at 
1:00 p.m. at the home of Bonnie Nestor, 4906 6th Avenue, Vienna, WV.  Please bring a dish to go with chicken 
casserole.  You’ll be invited to stay and play train dominoes or a game of your choosing.  Please reply by phone 
or text to (304) 703-4508. 

 Caregivers’ Support Group - Gail Samolitis is hoping to begin this ministry soon.  Watch for details. 

 College & Career Group - This group will meet for lunch after church on the 2nd Sunday of each month.  If    
interested, see Kim Jackson or Jordan Lallemont or call the church office. 

 Young Families Life Group - Planning to get started soon.  Watch for details to be announced. Ryan Cosby and 
Mary Keifer are facilitating this group. 

 New Life Group SALT (Serving and Loving Together) - Gail and Tim Samolitis offered this new life group.  It 
is already full!! 

 Men’s Breakfast - Watch for details.  Please let Steve Metheny or the office know if you are interested. 

 Youth Progressive Dinner - Joe Stephens is organizing this intergenerational event scheduled for March 25. 
 
Programs still in the dream stage: 

 Fellowship Meals to be held in the homes or cozy venue with a small group around the table.  We need hosts, 
cooks, venues, and dinners for one or more meals.   

 

If you have comments, see Judy Prater or Pastor Kurt, or call the church office. 
 

Ministry Moments and Displays for February and March: 

 February 6 -   Necessity Closet 

 February 13 -   Library 

 February 20 -   Health Ministry 

 February 27 -   A/V Team 

 March 6 -   Lawn Ministry 

 March 13 -   GriefShare 

  March 20 -   Youth Ministry 

 March 27 -   Music Ministry 



 
Updates From our Staff: 

 
From Joe Stephens (Youth Ministry) 

 
Student ministries have a busy late winter and early spring planned! In addition to our 
regular Wednesdays and Sundays, we have a special activity planned for February and 
another for March, which will hopefully involve several families from the church as well.  
 
On Sunday mornings, we’ll be continuing our series of video-based lessons from RightNow 
Media. Once we finish the series we started in January on the Gospel of John, we’ll be 

moving on to Romans. In each lesson, we introduce a brief video, after which we discuss issues raised by the 
speaker as well as do a verse-by-verse discussion.  
 
Wednesday nights will see us begin a lengthy series from the folks at AWANA Youth 
Ministry entitled Advocates. It’s really an everything-you-ever-wanted-to-know-about
-Christianity series, covering all the most common issues and questions that surround 
living in and for Christ. These meetings begin at 6:00pm with recreation and snacks, 
followed by organized games and then the lesson, which starts with everyone together 
and usually breaks into small groups based on grades. For the time being, we meet upstairs in the church, but watch 
for an announcement in the coming weeks that we’re moving back to the basement of the Hope House. 

 
Sunday nights are our fun and fellowship nights. Each week, we meet at church and either stay 
there for activities such as video games, board games, movie night, or giant hide-and-seek 
nights. Or we may meet and head out for things like bowling or, depending on weather, mini 
golf. And, of course, there’s always food involved. Here’s the schedule for February and March 
as we know it now: 
 

 Feb 6:  Church-wide hide and seek 
 Feb 13:  Nerf wars 
 Feb 20:  Video game night 
 Feb 27:  Bowling 
 Mar 6:  Jackbox 
 Mar 13:  Catch Phrase 
 Mar 20:  Bowling 
 Mar 27:  Campfire and stargazing with Nate 

 
In addition to all that, we try to have at least one special activity a 
month. In February, we’re heading off to J&M’s Books and Play at 
5pm on February 19 for a pizza party and escape room. Our March 
activity will be an inter-generational activity we’re really looking 
forward to, a good old-fashioned progressive dinner. On Friday, March 
25, the youth will board the church bus and head off to the home of a 
church family for appetizers, followed by soup and salad in another 
family’s home, and main course in a third. Finally, everyone will 
gather in the Fellowship Hall for desserts. If you are interested in 

hosting, please contact Judy Prater or a member of her Adult Ministry team. If you don’t have room for a gaggle of 
teenagers, but would be willing to share a dessert, that would be great too. Look for more details as the time for this 
event approaches. Special thanks to the adult ministry team for offering this wonderful opportunity to bring 
generations together.  
 
I’m so blessed to be a part of this ministry and to work alongside the youth ministry 
representative to the Board of Ministry, David Brooks. And let me give a shoutout to David 
and his wife Bekah, Will Cosby, and Ellie Raitz for giving their time to pour into the lives of 
the middle- and high-schoolers of EBC. If you are interested in being a part of student 
ministries, either as a participant or a volunteer, contact me at 304-893-2992 (text is best) or 
joe@ebcwv.com. 
 

~ Joe Stephens 

 

Updates From our Staff: 
 
From Eileen Mayer (Missions & Ministry Development) 

 
The Missions Team has already met to start the year off strong.  We are in the midst of 
reviewing the funding status and special needs of our current missionaries. This 
information is used to plan fundraising support for them, in particular, the 2022 Mission 
Lunches. We already have one planned: January 23, 2022 . Brenden and Alecia Palmer 

will introduce themselves to us during the Ministry Moment. After service, we invited everyone to join us for lunch. 
The Palmers seek to serve as avionics support for the planes used by the Wycliffe missionaries. They are raising 
funds now to begin their service.  

 
We are also communicating with Mike and Marcy Browns in Peru and Keith and Debbie Myers in Mexico to visit 
us this year.  

 
Please remember to take home a Women's Care Center Baby Bottle and fill it with your change - or a 
check - for the critical work they do in supporting moms who choose life for their unborn children. 
 
Sincerely,  
Eileen Mayer 

 
 

From Gail Samolitis (GriefShare) 
 
We are beginning the second month of 2022 and I pray that you are enjoying God’s blessings in your life. 
As with the hope of Spring comes another cycle of Grief Share and I am blessed to facilitate this support 

group once again. I began Grief Share in 2017 and this is my 9th cycle. 

On February 12th, 2022 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Emmanuel Baptist Church will 
host a 2-hour seminar called LOSS OF A SPOUSE. This is a one-time video discussion 
support group seminar which leads into GRIEF SHARE which begins on February 23rd, 

2022 from 6p.m.-8 p.m. on Wednesdays.  

Grief Share is a 13 week support group which consists of three components; videos, small 
group discussion and workbook assignments. Grief Share is open to our community so if 
you know someone who has lost a loved one, family member or friend to death recently 

please tell them of our group. 

If you are interested in attending, please go online to www.griefshare.org and register for LOSS OF A SPOUSE 
seminar at Emmanuel Baptist Church and/or register for GRIEF SHARE. Registering helps me to know how many 
we may have and whether we may need to have two groups for Covid requirements. If you have further questions, 
please call Gail Samolitis or the Church Office at 304-485-5171. 

 
 

From Debbie Fenton (Necessity Closet) 

 
Happy New Year from the Necessity Closet!  This past year we were able to assist 129 families, 
which included 291 people.  Praise the Lord!  We also gave away 27 coats. 
 
The need is great and we are blessed to have a church family that is so very generous. We would 
like to thank all of you for your continued prayers and support.  We are so blessed. 

 
I John 3:17 ~ “But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need,  

and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him”?  

http://www.griefshare.org


  A Review of our Praises from December & January:  
 

Pastor Kurt and Mona were able to spend time with their families in MO.  Will Cosby 
and David Enoch had a nice trumpet/ piano duet.  Joe Stephens shared a youth ministry 
update in the service and challenged everyone to consider volunteering to help.  The 
Youth had a fun video game event.  Dave McCue worked with the Capital Team to 
upgrade the heating and AC system in our sanctuary.  Randy Halterman shared a good 
sermon from Romans 6. Courtney Johnson shared a creative children’s moment using 
Brownie mix Our Chancel Choir shared a Thanksgiving anthem called "All Good Gifts."  
Bekah Brooks made a wonderful service video with all the Awana children shar ing 

what they are thankful for. Courtney Johnson and our children dedicated the 153 Operation Christmas Child shoe-
boxes that our church collected. Joe and Sarah Stephens and their helpers processed and sent on to NC a total of 565 
shoeboxes. Our Thanksgiving Dinner went well. Jewel and her crew served 139 meals.  We read all the thanks-
giving cards that gave thanks for:  God/ salvation, grace, life, health, family, friends, good food, answers to prayer, 
my church, music, comfort when we grieve, and one card said, "I am thankful that God works all things together for 
good."  The Hulces had a nice lunch and social outing for various members of our church.  Our Deacons delivered 
our Thanksgiving Cards this year.  Betty Jo Wiseman was very thankful for all the cards and calls she received on 
her 97th birthday. The sanctuary and church is decorated beautifully for Christmas.  Our decorating crew includes 
Jo Ann Boggs and Sharon Beall, and their helpers Joyce Ault, Beverly Hensley, Judy Langkamer, Donna Shawver 
and Sue McCue. The Busieks hosted all of their children, including new grandson, Connor, for Thanksgiving.  
Glenola Woodyard celebrated her 93rd birthday on Thursday, Dec. 2.  For  family and friends that were able to 
gather for Thanksgiving.  Davey and Cortney Brooks played a beautiful piano duet.  Pat Barnes and family (Pat,  
Holly Martin, Stephanie Mills, and Cathy Martin) shared a beautiful Christmas song “Mary Did You Know?”.  
The Chancel Choir sang an Advent anthem called "Prepare."  Blaine and Radonna Hess came forward to join 
Emmanuel Baptist.  There was a Caregiver lunch last Sunday to look at ways we can begin to support the caregivers 
in our church.  The MOV Ringers shared an amazing Christmas concert.  To see the concert, go to our website 
(www.ebcwv.com) and click on video services.    Patricia Brown, Bill Brown's wife, had cancer surgery that went 
very well; she is thankful for all the prayers.  The Deacons, Board of Ministry and our Capital Team had positive 
meetings.  We approved our 2022 Church Budget and Ministry Leaders.  Praise from Judy Prater: I thank God for 
the healing from meningitis that my brother-in-law Kamal Rahal has experienced. He is so grateful for the many 
prayers lifted for him over the past month.  I am also thankful for the visit from my sister and family from 
Louisville.  Recent special gifts to our Benevolence Help Fund totaled over $4000.  The Chess group had a nice 
lunch.  The Men’s group had a nice monthly lunch.  Pastor Kurt hosts a clergy support group that meets at 
Emmanuel.  Brian Brown and Joe Stephens went to Charlotte to serve in the Operation Christmas Child distribution 
center.  The Deacons and the Adult Ministry Team had a nice lunch fellowship meetings after church.  The Healthy 
Eating Potluck group had a positive dinner and pantry discussion. All of our Christmas gifts for Westbrook and 
Stonerise were collected and delivered.  For our Zoom and Facebook Sunday broadcast that allows people from all 
over the city, state and country to join us in worship.  The Youth had a good time cooking hot dogs, making s’mores 
and gazing at the stars through a telescope. Jacob Filozof graduated from WVU on Dec. 18 with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Exercise Physiology. Some of our kids were able to enjoy pizza, cupcakes, fun crafts, and the sweetest 
Christmas movie while their grown-ups had some free time to use however they needed at the Parent's Night Out/
Kid's Night In. And, during games-time at Awana we brought in a bounce-house and a carnival game to the 
Fellowship Hall as a special Christmas treat that was enjoyed by all! Some parents even hinted at wanting a grown-
up bounce-house party next time - sounds fun!  Gail Samolitis joined the Emmanuel church family. We praise God 
for the people God has sent to Emmanuel over the last year.  A small group of carolers enjoyed a light lunch after 
church and were able to sing Christmas songs and share Christmas cheer to many of our older members.  The 
Christmas Dinner was well-received; Jewel Lusk and her crew served a very nice dinner and  Santa was able to 
make an appearance at the dinner.  Our Christmas Eve Candlelight service was a blessing.  All 17 of the Christian 
missionaries held for  ransom in Haiti are now free. Cameron Patterson graduated from WVU with a degree in 
English. Jewel Lusk and the church give a special thank you to Kathi Alfred for doing the decorations for the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners. Our leftover food from the Christmas dinner was donated to the Salvation 
Army.  We praise God for  a good year of ministry in 2021 and look forward to a positive year  of ministry in 
2022.  The Staff is very thankful for the very generous Christmas gifts/bonus they received from the congregation. 
Thank You!  Joe Stephens shared an encouraging message from Philippians 4.  Lauren Modesitt shared a beautiful 
piano solo called “Angels We Have Heard on High”.  New Life Groups and Support Groups will form and begin 
meeting in January.  Ray and Jewel Lusk celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary with a special family gathering 
at the Blennerhassett Hotel.  Family came in from WV, MN and Germany.   
                          — Continued  on reverse — 

Pray for:  Ed Berry, Patricia Brown, Ann Davis, Brent and Destiny Duncan, Melissa Elam, Monica 
Fowler, Jason George, Dedra Goff, Regina Goodwin, Brenda Lewis, Paul Martinelli, Sue McCue, 
Joyce McMullen, Bill Niday, Michael Power, Mary Southall, Lora & Tim Swarr, Cheryl Wons.  
Covid Related: Paul Buster, Margaret Frees, Earl Johnson, Dave Marino, and Bill Ott.  Church 
families that are going through a challenging time.   
   

Homebound:  Jim Backus, Jean Beatty, Beverly Boggs, Jack Buskirk, Kathy Harrison, Diane Hays, 
Shirley Huffman, Maridor Keck, Jean Lawrence, Lu McVay, Edelene Wood, Glenola Woodyard.   

Assisted Living:    
Belpre Landing: Ruth Carder;   Colonial House: Betty Jo Wiseman;   Milestone Senior Living: Mary Southall, 
Stonerise/Eagle Pointe: Nancy Duty, Joe Hays, Betty Matthews, Bud Varner;  The Pines: Claude Denton;  
Waterview Pointe: Naomi Couch;  Worthington: Ada Turner;   Wyngate: Sam Bolian, Joan Stutler 

Out of Town:  Imogene Buckley, Phyllis Crone, Allenetta Kaufman, Margaret Norris, Bill Ott, Mel Williams 
 

Our Deepest Sympathy to:  The family and friends of Becky Gibson, Heather Gibson-Day’s mom  /  The family and 
friends of Mike Farrah, Sara Taylor’s uncle and Jean Farrah’s brother-in-law  /  Karen Cox at the passing of Steve 
Cox  /  The family and friends of James Edward Cunningham, Kim Matheny’s brother  /  The family and friends 
of Mike Sundstrom, a friend of the Florences  /  The family and friends of Tamara Wilson, Brenda Wheeler’s 
granddaughter Tia’s mother-in-law.  

 
 

A Review of our Praises from December & January (Contd.) 
 

JoAnn Boggs, Sharon Beall and their team took down the Christmas decorations and stored 
them.  The Delgados were very thankful for the generous Christmas bonus they received from 
Emmanuel.  The Clergy Support group met at Emmanuel. Pastor Kurt had a positive time in MO 
helping his dad after a house fire.  Debbie Fenton covered Pastor Kurt's Wednesday night Bible 
study.  The new College and Career group enjoyed lunch together.  A Life Group for young 

couples met for  the fir st time.  Jerry Hamilton has been working to update our database into a new software 
system.  The Vision and Planning Meeting helped our leaders get a clearer picture of the ministry events we're 
planning for. A lady we helped with utility bills was very thankful for the church’s timely and generous help. Steve 
Metheny got positive test results after his year long immunotherapy, he is all clear.  Bill Corbett, Cheryl Winkler’s 
brother, is recovering well from Covid. Mona Busiek had a positive visit with her children in NC.  We received a 
financial gift to keep our prayer bear ministry going in 2022.  The Finance Team had a positive meeting.  Ken and 
Rachele Barton wrote to say that they love and miss everyone, to thank the church for their Christmas bonus and to 
let us know their new address:  507 St. Seton Lane, Youngsville, LA 70592.  Our 2021 Annual Report is available 
by email/ pdf and in our narthex.  It shows how the Lord blessed our church in 2021. Julie Campbell, Betty 
Richards’ daughter, her surgery went well and she is recovering nicely. We praise God for your generous giving in 
2021:  General Fund giving: $434,180/ Total giving: $600,833, Mission giving: $103,886, Benevolence: 
$28,797;  Building Fund for 2021: $22,447/ total in Building Fund: $66,678. 

 
 

Some More Info…. 

Baptism Service - We will have a baptism service on Sunday, February 13.  If you are interested in 
following the Lord in baptism, talk to Pastor Kurt  
 

Women’s Bible Study to Resume - There will be an organizational lunch meeting on Feb. 21 from 
Noon-2:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.  Bring a sack luck and a favorite scripture to share.  
 

Tables of Life - Pastor Kurt is looking at ministry that will allow different people in our church to share fellowship 
in our homes around a nice meal.  If you're interested in hosting a dinner or attending one of our Tables of Life 
meals, please call the office or fill out a pew card. 
 

Tax Preparation - Community Resources prepares taxes for free – in Wood County call 304-485-5525. 
 


